
Checklist

Evaluating translation 
APIs: a developer's 
checklist


Selecting the right translation API is a critical technical  
decision. This checklist covers key criteria for integrating  
a translation service into your application stack.



1. Scoping and requirements
First, define the technical parameters of your project.

Estimate translation volume

Calculate the total character count to forecast costs and 
performance requirements.



Define translation strategy

Will you use on-demand/dynamic translation or batch processing 
for your content set?



Identify content formats

Specify your input. Will you be processing plain text, documents 
(.pdf, .docx), or handling structured content (HTML/XML)?
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おはよう!

Morning!



2. API provider evaluation
Assess the provider's technical capabilities  
and developer resources.

Verify language support:

Check the provider's supported languages against your current 
and future product roadmap.



Assess its core competency

Is it a dedicated language technology provider or a general  
cloud services vendor? Specialization often correlates with 
translation quality.



Evaluate the developer experience (DX)

Review the quality of documentation, the availability of client 
libraries/SDKs for your stack, and the overall API ergonomics.



Calculate total cost of implementation

Factor in not just the subscription fees, but also the required 
development hours and ongoing maintenance costs.
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Put it to the Test 
The best way to evaluate an API is to work with it directly.  
The DeepL API is built for developers, prioritizing quality, 
performance, and ease of integration.

Try the DeepL API for free 
? ?
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3. Implementation  
and scalability
Focus on performance, cost-efficiency,  
and long-term viability.

Implement a caching layer

Caching is essential to reduce latency, minimize API calls,  
and control costs. Does the provider's architecture support  
this effectively?



Consider localization features

Beyond direct translation, does the API offer controls for formality, 
glossaries for specific terminology, or other features to improve 
contextual accuracy?



Assess scalability and performance

Review API rate limits, average response times, and the provider's 
infrastructure to ensure it can handle your production load.

https://www.deepl.com/pro-api

